



Compton-Drew Investigative Learning Center Middle School
Science
Semester 1
Ms. DiMercurio (108) and Ms. Rice (103)
Compton-Drew ILC Middle School	-1-	Course, Instructor
Science - 6th Grade

Course Description: 
This class will serve as an introduction to Science on a higher level than elementary tradition. 

Text(s):
PH Science Explorer 

All students signed a Book Distribution Form accepting responsibility for their science text book.  Replacement cost of the science text book is $69.96 and will be charged if the book is not returned at the end of the 08/09 school year.

Methods of Instruction: 
A variety of instruction methods will be used in the science classroom.  They include whole group instruction, note taking, cooperative learning, individual assignments, and hands-on activities.

Course Objectives:
Students will gain extensive knowledge surrounding the following topics and concepts: 

1. Processes of scientific inquiry
2. Impact of science, technology and human activity on resources and the environment.
3. Properties and Principles of Matter and Energy
4. Characteristics and Interactions of Living Organisms
5. Changes in Ecosystems and Interactions of Organisms with their Environments
Processes and Interactions of the Earth’s Systems

Assignments, Exams, and Grading Criteria:
Grading Scale: 		90-100			A
				80-89			B
				70-79			C
				60-69			D
				59 and below		F


Students’ grade will be weighted as follows: 

				10%		Attendance and participation
				20%		Labs
				10%		Quizzes
				10% 		Homework
				50%		Exams and projects

Course Requirements: 
There are three expectations:
	1. Respect people at times. 
	2. Be present in body and mind.
	3. Be responsible for your learning, including being prepared for class. 

All students are expected to attend school on a daily basis and participate in class discussions.  Missed labs cannot normally be made up due to an absence. Bellringers and Do Nows, which are short beginning of the class quizzes, are scored.  Ten 10 point Bellringers or Do Nows equals a test score.  They cannot be made up due to tardiness or absence.

Written Assignments and Academic Misconduct: All written work submitted must be the student’s original work and conform to the guidelines provided by the teacher. This means that any substantive ideas, phrases, sentences, and/or any published ideas must be properly referenced to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism. It is the student’s responsibility to know all relevant school policies concerning plagiarism. Any documented cases of plagiarism can and will result in a failing grade.
Assistance
Please get in touch with us if your student needs additional help or you have any questions concerning sixth grade science.  You can call school at 314-652-9282 or e-mail us at mary.dimercurio@slps.org or dorothy.rice@slps.org.
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