



Compton-Drew Investigative Learning Center Middle School
Social Studies
Semester 1
David Marler 
Compton-Drew ILC Middle School	-1-	Social Studies/David Marler
Social Studies

Course Description:  This course is directed toward helping students develop the ability to think critically and to apply rational thought processes for solving problems.  Students will have experiences and opportunities necessary to understand the historical and current relationships between people and their environment, to acquire a global perspective regarding issues such as world resources, and to achieve cultural awareness and appreciation for the contributions of all cultural and ethnic groups.

Text(s): Three textbooks have been issued for this course: Creating America, A History of the United States; We the People/The Citizen & the Constitution Level 2 (red book); and Missouri Government & Constitution. Students signed a book form with the premise that the books are loaned to them and must be returned at the end of this school year in the same condition.  If not, there is a fee for each textbook.

Methods of Instruction: The agenda is written on the board.  The constructivist model of instruction is in place where students take an active role in their learning.  Students assist each other.  As the instructor, I facilitate the learning by asking questions to deepen students’ understanding and to prompt higher level thinking.  Students who have a technology parental approval form on file may use the Internet to supplement their learning.  The library is available for students to further their research beyond the classroom.

Course Objectives:  All students are expected to pass the Constitution tests before going to high school.  The Missouri Constitution can be located in the Missouri Government & Constitution textbook starting on page 241.The U.S. Constitution is located in the We the People/The Citizen & The Constitution textbook starting on page 276.   Students will receive a study guide and are expected to study each night.  The instructional objectives are taken from the pacing guide which specifies the GLEs (grade level expectations) for grade 8 as written in the CLEAR (Content Specifications- Leading to – Expected – Achievement – Results) curriculum for Social Studies.

Assignments, Exams, and Grading Criteria:  Students are expected to complete assignments using erasable blue or black ink or a pencil.  Homework is an extension of the day’s assignment.  For projects, students are expected to use a computer at home or the closest public library available to them.  In preparing students for higher learning in our technological world, they will need to use a computer and/or a jump drive to transition from the classroom to home, as well as from home to the classroom.  Formal and informal exams will be administered during each quarter.  Scoring guides specific to assignments will be used for grading, in addition to this scale:  A=90-100; B=80-89; C=70-79; D=60-69 and F=0-59.

Course Requirements: (Attendance, Participation, etc.)  A spiral notebook is required for students to take notes.  Notes should be dated and used as a study tool.   Erasable ink replaces white out.  White out is not expected.  Colored pencils and a ruler enhance a finished product, and it’s ready to be hung on a bulletin board.  Incomplete work is not accepted.  If an absence occurs, students are to call their Study-Buddy for the assignment and come prepared with it the day they return to school, or get the assignment from the teacher in advance.

					
					
Written Assignments and Academic Misconduct: All written work submitted must be the student’s original work and conform to the guidelines provided by the teacher. This means that any substantive ideas, phrases, sentences, and/or any published ideas must be properly referenced to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism. It is the student’s responsibility to know all relevant school policies concerning plagiarism. Any documented cases of plagiarism can and will result in a failing grade.
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